
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MIDDLETON PRIMARY SCHOOL 

POLICY FOR MARKING AND FEEDBACK 

 
 

This policy forms part of a whole-school policy for teaching and learning.  It relates to 

the ethos of the school and has direct links with curriculum planning and assessment.  

 

Aims 

• To ensure that all pupils receive quality feedback which enables them to take their 

learning forward 

• To make marking effective and meaningful for all pupils 

• To ensure consistency of marking across the school 

• To provide teachers with an effective method of providing feedback and informative 

assessment 

• To raise standards of attainment 

 

How children’s work is received and marked and the nature of feedback given to 

them has a direct bearing on learning attitudes and future achievements. 

 

Principles 

 

Marking and feedback has 3 purposes: 

 

To help pupils: 

 

1. Understand what they have done well. 

2. Understand how to improve. 

3. Make visible signs of improvement as a result of feedback. 

 

If children are to develop as independent learners, with an awareness of their own 

strengths as well as areas for development it is essential that: 

 

• Feedback is specific: learning intentions and success criteria are shared with pupils 

in every lesson and these are the focus for feedback which can be both oral and 

written.  Learning objectives are recorded at the beginning of all written work.  



• The learning needs of individual children are understood and work is matched to 

their abilities 

• Feedback is clear and constructive -  ie, it is given promptly and in such a way that 

achievement is acknowledged and teaching points highlighted 

• Feedback is followed through: children are given quality time to respond to written 

feedback and work on improvement suggestions given by the teacher 

• Children are involved by understanding what is expected, what progress they are 

making. They develop responsibility for checking and improving their own and each 

others work against agreed success criteria – each child will have a copy of the Child 

Friendly Marking and Feedback Symbols 

• Outcomes from feedback and marking are fed back into teacher’s planning 

 

Consistency 

 

The three purposes of marking should be evident in all classes in all subjects throughout 

school.  The approaches to verbal and written feedback should be consistent and are 

outlined below. 

 

Verbal Feedback 

 

Research shows that verbal feedback is the most powerful form of feedback and has 

maximum impact when pointing out successes and improvements against learning 

intentions.  It is interactive and developmental.  It may give reassurance or a check on 

progress during a lesson or may be in the form of a learning review in a plenary session.  

A good time to give this feedback can be during the guided sessions by the teacher – 

this group could be the focus group for marking/verbal feedback.   

 

Written Feedback should be 

 

• Initialled by the member of staff who has marked the work 

• Legible and clear in meaning – can the children read the comments? 

• Follow the 3 purposes of marking – ie, children will find out their areas of strength 

what their next steps are in learning and make visible improvements 

• Indicate with a given stamper whether the child has achieved, made progress 

towards, or not achieved their learning objective – if orange or red we would expect 

to see evidence of SDI or further support 

• Indicate if support is given 

• Indicate who is giving the feedback. 

• Follow the Marking Policy symbols. 

• In the same colour pen – all adults marking books need to use the same colour pen – 

blue for Maths and Purple for Literacy 

 

Correcting mistakes 

 

Spelling mistakes 

Unless correct spelling is a focus of the lesson, a teacher should correct no more than 

three mistakes in any piece of work, re-written 3 times.  However, spellings that are 

part of the key vocabulary, or words that are written in a book, on the whiteboard, etc, 

should always be spelt correctly and corrected where necessary.  Spelling lists are also 

kept in Literacy Books – teachers add to these on a regular basis and children use them 



to spell these words correctly.  (Note:  In the Punctuation and Grammar Paper – children 

do not get a mark if they have spelt a word wrong.) 

 

Punctuation Mistakes 

As with the correction of spelling mistakes, it is not necessary for teachers to correct 

every punctuation mistake unless this is a specific objective or target for the child. 

 

Correcting Mistakes in Mathematics 

Where a maths question is incorrect then the teacher, as part of the Guided Group, will 

indicate with a dot or arrow pointing to support for the child to self correct.  Incorrect 

answers will not be crossed as this is a negative symbol. If there is evidence of 

misunderstanding/repeating the same mistake then this will be addressed in future 

teaching.  Maths vocabulary – re-write 3 times if spelt wrong. 

 

Next steps 

In open ended tasks – eg, writing a story, solving word problems – pupils should receive 

quality feedback about their work and a next step to show how it can be improved, this 

may be written in books or whole class feedback.   When children are correcting/editing 

their writing as a next step, then this needs to be improved using a green pen.  If a child 

is extending a piece of work, or re-writing a paragraph then they continue this using 

their pencil (or pen licence if they have this).   

 

When teachers are using focused marking to provide feedback to pupils the following 

prompts can be used: 

 

Challenge 

Most suitable for more able children.   

E.g. Now can you tell me more about the atmosphere in the forest? 

 

Reminder 

E.g. What should you include in the setting of your story? 

 

Steps 

Most suitable for children who need more structure than a simple reminder. 

E.g. First go and check you have included a sentence about the setting. 

      Then see if you can add a little more detail about what you can see.  

 

Presentation 

All work should be well presented and when it is not, it needs to be challenged by the 

adult marking the work.  If necessary the work will need to be re-done in the child’s own 

time.  All work should have a date and LO, underlined with a ruler.   

       

Communication with Parents 

It is acknowledged that parents/carers often look for ‘traditional’ marking when they 

look at their child’s books.  For this reason we will communicate the main points about 

our marking policy to parents.  A copy of the marking symbols policy will also be attached 

to the back of every book, so parents/carers will understand the symbols that have been 

used. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 



We share best practice in feedback and marking and ensure that its main function is to 

support learning.  Marking symbols should be up in all classes and used when marking 

children’s work – children should know what these symbols mean. 

Frequent work scrutiny and discussions with pupils will be undertaken by leaders to 

ensure the three purposes of marking are of a consistently high quality throughout the 

school.  Staff to indicate in child’s book if they have missed work or were absent. 
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Approved Governing Body Meeting (date):   
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Appendix 1 

Child Friendly Marking Symbols 

 

English 

 

 
 

Maths 
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